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extremely difficult to maintain over a long period. Here
again the spirit of the Rule was followed; it was to be one
that the ordinary man who felt that he had a vocation could
reasonably be expected to observe. Cluny had been founded
by a great noble, and it drew the attention of the great,
especially those who wished to see elsewhere enforced the
principles Berno had established at Cluny. But it already
departed in one important point from the Benedictine Rule.
It was exempt from any authority save that of the Pope alone,
and in the existing condition of the Papacy this meant
practically complete independence. What mattered most of
all was that it was free from lay control, and that by its
charter of foundation it had free choice of its own abbot.
It was fortunate, too, in its tenth-century abbots—Berno,
Odo, Aymer, and MayeuL Berno from the beginning—and
his successors after him—was called upon to reform older
monasteries elsewhere, in France and Italy, even in Rome.
This was a personal undertaking, and not done on behalf of
their abbey; for the monasteries, when the work was done,
did not remain subject to Cluny. Cluny had, in fact, very
few dependent houses in the tenth century. Its fame was
due to the example it set and to the reputation of its abbots.
Almost simultaneously with the foundation of Cluny, and
in the	quite independently, a monastic revival was begun by
century Gerard of Brognc in Lower, and the monks of Gorze in
Upper, Lorramc. Here too the principal feature of the
movement was the strict enforcement of the Benedictine
Rule, which was interpreted even more conservatively than
at Cluny. There was no single abbey to serve as a model,
but it was ratherSty general movement and was especially
directed by the bishops in Lorraine. From there it spread
into Flanders and it^> Germany, where it received the
support of Otto I, his bipther Bruno of Cologne, and his son
William of Mayence. Th£ foundation of new monasteries as
well as the reform of oldif ones was a feature of the move-
ment. But these monasteries did not enjoy the freedom of
Cluny* They were not exempted from diocesan authority.
The greater ones especially were under royal control, and the
policy of Otto I, which applied to abbeys as well as to bishop-
rics, caused the abbots usually to be royal nominees and
imposed secular duties upon them which made true Benedic*

